
AMPS  

Be Safe, Be Happy, Learn A Lot 
Welcome to the 2013-2014 School Year 

October Newsletter 
This  TWO PAGE newsletter will help highlight some of the exciting news about what’s going on at AMPS. Please check the website often 

as community events are highlighted and updated in the flyers section through out the month. 

ACADEMIC ALLEY 
ELA 

On October 8th, at 7:00 p.m. , you are all invited to the Miller Place High School Auditorium.  There will be a  

representative from Houghton Mifflin to provide an overview of our new ELA Journeys series to all K-6 parents.  

Please see the flyers section of the website for more detailed information. I encourage all of you to attend to learn 

more about our language and literacy program. In September, our curriculum writer’s spent a day at BOCES further 

investigating common core language and literacy strategies. In October, an expert in the field will spend a half day 

with each grade exploring and identifying the most important common core strategies related to Journeys and the 

integration of the fundations phonics program with Journeys. 

Math 

In September, all teachers received a full day of training on the New York State Mathematics modules.  The day in-

cluded a demonstration.  All classrooms have begun using the strategies and format of the new modules. 

Assessments 

The purpose of assessments is to gain information about student learning and inform 

instruction. There are three broad types of assessment.  

Informal Assessment occurs throughout every lesson through classroom questioning, 

classwork and observation.  

Formative Assessment determines what a student has learned over a given period of 

time. Examples are: vocabulary, spelling, and math tests at the end of a unit or grade 

level benchmarks given at the beginning of the year and the end of the year to look at 

student growth.  

Diagnostic Assessments are usually short and help determine; areas of strength and 

weakness or grade level equivalents. 

The Andrew Muller Primary School is not involved in state testing, but we do utilize all 

three models of assessment to ensure that students are gaining skills, learning what we 

are teaching and to make curricular decisions based on results. 

As we strive to provide the best possible curriculum we also strive to find assessment 

tools that are valid, reliable and take the least amount of time to administer. This year 

we will not be administering the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark, AIMSweb or the  

Terra Nova to all students. We will be administering a researched based diagnostic  

assessment to all students. This assessment will help us determine reading levels 

through lexiles rather than text levels and determine student proficiencies in specific 

skill areas. 

Assessment helps us get to know your  children as learners. We are also enjoying  

getting to know them as people. We are off to a great new school year. 

Dates to Remember 

 

10/7 10:00am Preschool 
Story Hour Sign Up 

 

10/10 7:30 PTO Meet-
ing MPHS 

 

10/14 Columbus Day—
School Closed 

 

10/15-10/18 Spirit 
Week 

 

10/19 1:00 Homecoming 
Parade 

2:00 Homecoming Game 

 

10/26 10:00-1:00 PTO 
Halloween Fun Day 

 

10/30 Students will pick 
pumpkins at School 

 

10/31 In school  

Halloween Parade  

students may dress in 
costume—see page 2 for 
details (student only 
event) 



AMPS  Be Safe, Be Happy, Learn A Lot 

CHARACTER CORNER 

  The motto of the Andrew Muller Primary School is: 

  “Be Safe” 

  “Be Happy” 

  “Learn A Lot” 

Over the course of the year, your children will learn how to be proactive about keeping themselves 

and others around them physically and emotionally safe. Character education is imbedded into our 

curriculum and explicitly taught through character lessons and conversations.  Our character theme 

for this month is Citizenship. While we always keep in mind developmentally appropriate behavior, 

please note that we take discipline very seriously.  The district’s discipline policy can be found on 

the Miller Place website. 

 

 Security 
I would like to thank everyone for their cooperation as we changed procedures to help ensure a higher 
level of security. 
 
Please remember to send a note if you are going to pick your child up early, or at the end of the day.  This 
gives us the opportunity to make sure your child is in the right place at the end of the day and confirm 
that the person picking up is confirmed by you.   
 
If a teacher or the nurse are expecting you, they will let security know, so they can confirm your entry.   If 
someone other than yourself will be coming to a school event - mystery reader, class celebration, etc.  the 
teacher must be notified in writing the day before so they can be signed into the building.  Please tell your 
stand-in that they must have a picture identification.  We apologize for any discomfort or inconvenience 
this may cause, but we are sincerely trying to ensure that we only let adults associated with students into 
the building 

 
If you need to drop something off, please know that the security guard will check your ID through the 
glass and confirm that you are a parent or a person identified by a parent. After you have been identified 

the security guard will take the item and get it to your child’s class. 

Please be sure to click on the flyer section of important information for 

upcoming community events including the homecoming parade. 

Halloween Safety at AMPS 

1) Costumes must be easy for students to get on and off themselves. Students should be able to use the bathroom 

without help while dressed in their costume 

2) Students may only wear costumes that they can safely and easily enter and exit the bus (nothing  

dragging on the floor, nothing too big to fit in a seat) 

 3) No masks, hats or make up 

4) No props associated with costumes may be brought to school (weapons, wands, broomsticks, stuffed animals, 

etc...) 

5) Please be sure that costumes are not scary. Some children are more sensitive that others 


